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What are Treatment 

Courts?

Referred to as Problem-Solving 

Courts by the State Court 

Administrative Office (SCAO)
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Certification of Problem-Solving Courts

In 2013 and 2015, the National Association of Drug Court Professionals (NADCP) published the “Adult 

Drug Court Best Practices Standards Volumes I and II,” which have been a blueprint for how treatment 

courts should operate to improve outcomes for offenders with SUD or mental illness. 

Drawing heavily from these manuals and their resources, SCAO collaborated with the Michigan 

Association of Treatment Court Professionals in 2016 to determine which best practices for Michigan’s 

drug courts were required in order to achieve the level of certification, and subsequently published the 

“Michigan Adult Drug Court Standards, Best Practices, and Promising Practices” in March 2017. 

In 2018, SCAO developed and published the required best practices and standards for veterans treatment 

courts and mental health courts. 

To certify a court, SCAO’s team of PSC analysts conduct a process evaluation of programs to ensure 

operations adhere to all required best practices and standards. Prior to the pandemic, analysts conducted 

on-site evaluations of each court, spending one to two days with the team, but evaluations are now 

conducted via Zoom. PSC analysts observe courtroom procedures and staffing meetings, conduct 

interviews with all team members, review policy and procedures manuals and other materials, and 

evaluate program data. 

An official report containing SCAO’s findings and operations that do not meet best practices or standards is 

sent to the court. Teams are given time to revise any necessary program operations, and once in 

compliance, they are officially awarded certification for four years. Courts that are awaiting their official site 

visit are granted provisional certification until their programs are officially reviewed. As of September 30, 

2020, 55 drug courts had received certification. In addition, 7 veterans treatment courts and 7 mental 

health courts became certified. To view the standards and best practices manuals for each type of PSC, 

please visit courts.mi.gov/PSCresources. * * From SCAO FY 2020 Problem-Solving Courts Annual Report

https://courts.michigan.gov/Administration/SCAO/Resources/Documents/Publications/Reports/

PSCAnnualReport.pdf



Certification of Problem-Solving Courts

BEST PRACTICE

Drug courts enjoy significantly greater reductions in recidivism and significantly 

higher cost savings when all of the above-mentioned team members regularly 

participate in staffing meetings and hearings.

(Carey, Mackin & Finigan et al., 2013)

STANDARD

The drug treatment court shall cooperate with, and act in a collaborative manner 

with, the prosecutor, defense counsel, treatment providers, the local substance 

abuse coordinating agency for that circuit or district, probation departments, and, to 

the extent possible, local law enforcement, the department of corrections, and 

community corrections agencies.

MCL 600.1070(3)



The Team



The Team – Participating Judges



The Services

Integrate alcohol and other drug treatment services with justice system case 

processing.  Examples of rehabilitative services include:

• Drug testing

• Outpatient treatment

• Medication-assisted treatment

• Case service planning

• AA/NA/Smart Recovery/12 Step Programs

• Peer Recovery Coaches

• Therapy

• Trauma-based care

• Child Assessment & Treatment

• Parenting classes

• Sober interactions & activities

• Education assistance

• Job training/assistance

• Housing assistance

• Physical/dental/health care





ADVOCACY

Examples of our past advocacy efforts include:

• Opposing Proposal 1 for the legalization of marijuana;

• Writing letters and submitting comments to LARA and DHHS on policy changes that 

would impact licensing for SUD providers and the provider enrollment fitness criteria 

(e.g., peer recovery coaches);

• Working with the Governor’s Office and MSHDA on a housing pilot for participants in 

treatment courts – the 1st site opened in Jackson in 2021!

• Advocating for the preservation of treatment funding under the ACA and Medicaid 

programs.

We engage in a variety of advocacy efforts – at both the state & federal levels, ranging from:

• Testifying at committee hearings;

• Assisting in the drafting of legislation;

• Working in partnership with SCAO Problem-Solving Courts division on certification, best 

practices, funding issues;

• Meeting with legislators who introduce bills that affect treatment courts;

• Collaborate and communicate with others on broader criminal justice and health initiatives;

• And more!



Public Partners

Office of Governor Gretchen Whitmer

Michigan Department of Attorney General

Michigan Department of State

Michigan Department of Health and Human 

Services

Michigan Department of Corrections

Michigan State Police

Office of Highway Safety Planning

Michigan State Housing Development Authority 

Michigan Supreme Court

State Court Administrative Office

Michigan Judicial Institute 

Community Mental Health Association of Michigan

Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan

Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan

Michigan Sheriffs’ Association

Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police

Michigan State Medical Society 

National Association of Drug Court Professionals



Current State Legislative Bills 

We are Tracking

State House & Senate

HB 4089, sponsored by Rep. Sue Allor, would include 

Etizolam as a Schedule 1 Drug.  MATCP SUPPORTS

HB 4254, sponsored by Rep. Sarah Lightner, would 

prescribe a uniform mental health prescreening tool for 

jail intake.  MATCP SUPPORTS

SB 191, sponsored by Sen. Curtis VanderWall, would 

expand the definition of mental health professionals to 

include physician assistants, certified nurse practitioners, 

and clinical nurse specialists-certified.  MATCP 

SUPPORTS



Current State Legislative Bills 

We are Working On
Mental Health Court Violent Offenders – would amend MCL 600.1093(1) to 

allow violent offenders into MHC by discretion of Judge and Prosecutor after 

consultation with victim.  SCAO & PAAM are supportive.

All other Treatment Court Violent Offenders – would amend MCL 

600.1066(d); same approach as above.  SCAO & PAAM are supportive.

New Felonies Bill – would amend MCL 600.1074 (2), which provides 

mandatory termination when participants is convicted of felony after 

admission into treatment court.  New language would allow for judicial 

discretion to continue the participant in the program.  SCAO & PAAM are 

supportive.

Mental Health Court/Veterans Court Interlock Program – would amend 

MCL 1084 & 257.304.  Adds to the existing Ignition Interlock/Restricted 

License Program.  SCAO, PAAM, and MDOS (Sec. of State) are supportive.



Treatment Court Housing Pilot for 

Opioid Use Disorder (OUD)/Substance Abuse Disorder (SUD) Participants

The idea for the Housing Pilot arose from the 2016 MATCP Public Partner 

Summit.  Governor Rick Snyder and his staff were supportive of moving this pilot 

forward.

In 2017, MSHDA created a new class of Permanent Supportive Housing to meet 

the needs of persons in recovery from OUDs/SUDs.  Recovery Housing is a 

marriage between the Treatment Courts and Permanent Supportive Housing.  

The target population for Recovery Housing are persons in Treatment Courts with 

a SUD, with a focus on persons with an OUD. The Treatment Courts refer 

potential residents to the Recovery Housing community. They continue to make 

use of their existing treatment service providers and funding, while maintaining 

oversight and control of the residents through Treatment Court methodology. A 

key factor of this program is that residents can stay in Recovery Housing for as 

long as they like.  Short term stays in jails, residential facilities or short-term 

housing do not provide the long term safety and stability needed to achieve 

recovery from opioid issues.

MSHDA sought to develop three Recovery Housing projects as the initial pilot for 

the program.  Andy’s Place, a fifty-unit development in Jackson County, invited its 

first residents in 2021.  The second development, which is located in Farmington 

Hills will have eighty units. It has secured the land, has support from the local 

government and has submitted its formal application for Low Income Tax Credits.  

Discussions are ongoing for the third Recovery Housing project to be located in 

West Michigan (Kent, Ottawa, Allegan and Muskegon counties), Southwest 

Michigan (Kalamazoo) or Mid-Michigan (Midland, Saginaw, Bay counties). Efforts 

are currently underway to seek support from local community leaders, to begin 

looking for land and to secure support from local strategic partners. 

Andy’s Place

Jackson, MI



EDUCATION
In addition to our Annual Conference, 

MATCP travels annually to the U.P. to 

present to treatment court 

professionals from the U.P. and 

upper-lower peninsula.

We have also done trainings at the 

request of courts in Mt. Pleasant, 

Saginaw, and more…

We are available for informal 

meetings, community presentations, 

or a more structured training.



SAVE THE DATE

MATCP Public Partner Summit & 

Legislative Reception (4-6pm)

Wednesday, October 27, 2021

Lansing Center

MATCP 22nd Annual Conference

March 31-April 1, 2022

Lansing Center

Legislative Reception evening 

of March 31

All info on our website, matcp.org, under 

Events
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